132                 Japan in World Politics

peoples of the East by those of the West is to be discounted,
for, if all the facts were fully known, it would be found that
on the whole the former had .shown the higher standard of
moral conduct,

On the reopening of  the  country  the  action  of the
Foreign Powers soon proved to those in authority in Japan
that, so long as she remained weak and unable to enforce her
rights, she would not obtain much respect as a member of
the family of nations-    The expedition against Choshiu and
the bombardment of Shimonoscki did more to open the eyes
of Japan than anything else,     It showed that the only hope
of Japan was to take advantage of Western science and
learning, and thus come into line with the other civilised
nations of the world.    Even after she began to make earnest
efforts in that direction she received little encouragement from
the representatives of Foreign Powers or from the official acts
of their Governments.    Probably, on the whole, however, this
was an advantage to Japan, for it spurred her on to more
vigorous and persistent effort, and stirred ** the soul of the
people " in a way which otherwise would have been impossible.
With nations, as with individuals, one of the most effective
means of education is the overcoming of difficulties in order
that they may be enabled to attain what they believe to be
their rights.    The chief motive which urged the Japanese in
the adoption of Western civilisation was neither the desire
for increased  wealth nor the blind  imitation of Western
customs; it was the sense of honour which cannot bear the
being looked down upon as an inferior Power,    For a good
many years the representatives of the other Powers did not
take the Japanese very seriously.    They looked upon them
as very artistic people and adepts in the making of curios and
of cheap imitations of Western goods, and upon Japan as a
very interesting country for the globe-trotter, but they gave
the Japanese little credit for originality, and never seemed to
imagine that Japan would become a great industrial and
commercial country.    Their chief reason for cultivating rela-
tions with Japan was to make it a field for the importation